
Grade 8 Summer Reading List 

Fiction Non-Fiction 

 

Out of my mind 

By Draper, Sharon M   

Considered by many to be mentally 

retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-

grader with cerebral palsy discovers 

a technological device that will 

allow her to speak for the first time. 

 

I beat the odds from homelessness, to 

"The blind side," and beyond 

By Oher, Michael   

Michael Oher, the subject of the 2009 

film "The Blind Side," recounts how he 

defied the odds, escaped from the inner-

city Memphis ghetto, found a family to 

take him in, and used his football skills 

to build a better life for himself. 

 

Code Talker : a novel about the 

Navajo Marines of World War Two 

By Bruchac, Joseph   

 

After being taught in a boarding 

school run by whites that Navajo is a 

useless language, Ned Begay and 

other Navajo men are recruited by 

the Marines to become Code 

Talkers, sending messages during 

World War II in their native tongue.  

Pretty good for a girl: the autobiography 

of a snowboarding pioneer By Basich, 

Tina   

Champion snowboarder Tina Basich tells 

her life story, explaining how she got 

into the sport, how she and her fellow 

female boarders helped it grow, how she 

has juggled with the pressures of life, 

love, and competition, and how she has 

used her talents to help causes such as 

breast cancer research. 

 

The face on the milk carton 

By Cooney, Caroline B   

 

A photograph of a missing girl on a 

milk carton leads Janie on a search 

for her real identity. 

 

Steve Jobs : the man who thought 

different : a biography 

By Blumenthal, Karen   

Chronicles the life and accomplishments 

of Apple mogul Steve Jobs, discussing 

his ideas, and describing how he has 

influenced life in the twenty-first 

century. 

 

The boy who dared 

By Bartoletti, Susan Campbell   
 

In October 1942, seventeen-year-old 

Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for 

distributing anti-Nazi leaflets, recalls 

his past life and how he came to 

dedicate himself to bring the truth 

about Hitler and the war to the 

German people.  

Soul surfer : a true story of faith, family, 

and fighting to get back on the board 

By Hamilton, Bethany   

Bethany Hamilton shares the story of her 

lifelong love of surfing, and tells how 

she was able to recover and return to 

competition with the help of her family, 

friends, and faith after losing her arm in 

a shark attack at the age of thirteen. 

 

HONORS ONLY 

The book thief 

By Zusak, Markus   

Trying to make sense of the horrors 

of World War II, Death relates the 

story of Liesel--a young German girl 

whose book-stealing and story-

telling talents help sustain her family 

and the Jewish man they are hiding, 

as well as their neighbors  

I have lived a thousand years : growing up 

in the Holocaust 

By Jackson, Livia Bitton   

 

A memoir of Elli Friedmann in which 

she tells about her experiences at 

Auschwitz concentration camp where 

she was taken at the age of thirteen in 

1944 when the Nazis invaded her native 

Hungary. 

 


