
                       BHS Summer Reading List 2018 (by Grade Level) 
 

*Because these books may contain mature subject matter and language, we encourage parents 

and guardians of students to be actively involved in the book selection process to approve the 

genre, topic and age-level appropriateness of selected books. 

 

Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 
Bad Boy: A Memoir Walter Dean 

Myers 
Memoir 970 9 

Summary: 
A memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable, New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean 
Myers travels back to his roots in the magical world of Harlem during the 1940s and 1950s. Here is the story of 
one of the most distinguished writers of young people's literature today. 
 

Fast Food Nation: 
The Dark Side of the All-American Meal 

Eric Schlosser Nonfiction 1240 9H 

Summary: 
Although fast food has become an integral part of American life, many argue that it has widened the gap 
between the nation's rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of obesity, and increased the rate of crime in American 
suburbs. Wherever you may stand on these. 
 

The 5th Wave Rick Yancy Dystopian 690 9 

Summary: 
Aliens invade the earth, bringing death and destruction in five well defined waves. During the first wave, an 
EMP destroys all electronics on earth. In the second wave, a massive bar is dropped from space that causes 
total destruction on every coastline in the world. The third wave occurs when a modified Ebola virus wipes out 
more than seven billion people. Then, in the fourth wave it is discovered that some humans are hosts to the 
alien forms. The fifth wave is just beginning as teenagers Cassie and Ben make their way separately through a 
world they no longer understand. 
 

Game Walter Dean 
Myers 

Fiction 800 9 

Summary: 
Drew Lawson knows basketball is taking him places. It has to, because his grades certainly aren't. But lately his 
plan has run squarely into a pick. Coach's new offense has made another player a star, and Drew won't let 
anyone disrespect his game. Just as his team makes the playoffs, Drew must come up with something big to 
save his fading college prospects. It's all up to Drew to find out just how deep his game really is. 
 

Go Ask Alice Anonymous Memoir 1010 9 

Summary: 
In the years since its original publication, this acclaimed, bestselling diary-format account of a teenage girl's 
harrowing descent into the nightmarish world of drugs has left an indelible mark on generations of teen 
readers. 
Alice could be anyone. Alice could be someone you know. 
 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Guts Gary Paulsen Autobiography 1230 9 

Summary: 
Guess what: Gary Paulsen was being kind to Brian. In Guts, Gary tells the real stories behind the Brian books, 
the stories of the adventures that inspired him to write Brian Robeson's story: working as an emergency 
volunteer; the death that inspired the pilot's death in Hatchet; plane crashes he has seen and near-misses of his 
own. He describes how he made his own bows and arrows, and takes readers on his first hunting trips, showing 
the wonder and solace of nature along with his hilarious mishaps and mistakes. 
 

It’s Kind of a Funny Story Ned Vizzini Fiction 700 9 

Summary: 
Like many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into Manhattan's Executive Pre-
Professional High School as the ticket to his future. Determined to succeed at life-which means getting into the 
right high school to get into the right college to get the right job-Craig studies night and day to ace the entrance 
exam, and does. That's when things start to get crazy. 
 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
(series) 

Ransom Riggs Fantasy 890 9 

Summary: 
The story of Jacob, a moody teenager who discovers, over the course of a series of increasingly dangerous 
adventures, that his grandfather's stories of monsters and children with strange powers are actually true. As it 
flips back and forth between past and present, and as Jacob learns old truths about his grandfather and new 
truths about himself. 

Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek Maya Van 
Wagenen 

Memoir 730 9 

Summary: 
Stuck at the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren't paid to 
be here,” Maya Van Wagenen decided to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 
1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand 
of pearls help Maya on her quest to be popular? 
 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens Stan Covey Self Help 870 9 

Summary: 
The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers speaks directly to teens, using language and real-life scenarios of 
particular interest to teens. By engaging this audience on their level and without being condescending, Sean 
Covey addresses the issues that concern young people: relationships, peers, parents, school choices, life 
choices, and monumental matters about the future — giving them hope, direction and specific skills to craft 
extraordinary lives. 

Speak Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

Fiction 690 9 

Summary: 
Since the beginning of the school year, high school freshman Melinda has found that it's been getting harder and harder 
for her to speak out loud: "My throat is always sore, my lips raw.... Every time I try to talk to my parents or a teacher, I 
sputter or freeze.... It's like I have some kind of spastic laryngitis." What could have caused Melinda to suddenly fall 
mute? Could it be due to the fact that no one at school is speaking to her because she called the cops and got everyone 
busted at the seniors' big end-of-summer party? Or maybe it's because her parents' only form of communication is Post-
It notes written on their way out the door to their nine-to-whenever jobs. While Melinda is bothered by these things, 
deep down she knows the real reason why she's been struck mute... 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Unwind (series) Neal 
Shusterman 

Dystopian 740 9 

Summary: 
In a society where unwanted teens are salvaged for their body parts, three runaways fight the system that 
would "unwind" them. 

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo Zlata Filipovic Autobiography 640 9 

Summary: 
As a child living in Sarajevo during the war, Zlata learns what it is like to lose friends and family and to fear for 
her life. Throughout the war, Zlata keeps her diary faithfully and shows her courage as her world falls apart 
around her. 
 

Adrenaline Crush Laurie 
Crompton 

Fiction 820 10 

Summary: 
When seventeen-year-old Dyna, an avid thrill-seeker, falls and shatters her leg, her life changes dramatically 
and she finds herself caught between her boyfriend, who supports her newfound desire for safety, and a young 
Iraq war veteran she meets at rehab who challenges her to take chances again. 
 

Black Like Me John Howard 
Griffin 

Nonfiction 990 10 

Summary: 
A white writer recounts his experiences in the American South following treatments that darkened his skin; he 
shares his thoughts on the problems of prejudice and racial injustice. 
 

Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s 
Most Dangerous Weapon 

Steve Sheinkin Nonfiction 920 10 

Summary: 
A dramatic introduction to the international competition to create the first atomic bomb recounts the scientific 
discoveries that enabled atom splitting, the military intelligence operations that occurred in rival countries and 
the work of brilliant scientists hidden at Los Alamos. 
 

Boys Don’t Knit (In Public) T. S. Easton Fiction 720 10 

Summary: 
This funny and lighthearted novel captures the excitement of finding a passion in a coming of age story about 
taking life 'one stitch at a time.' 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time Mark Haddon Fiction 1080 10 H 

Summary: 
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-
year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his 
mother. 
 

Every Day David Levithan Fantasy 650 10 

Summary: 
Every day a different body. Every day a different life. Every day in love with the same girl. 
 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the 
Fall of Imperial Russia 

Candace 
Fleming 

Nonfiction 950 10 

Summary: 
Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs—at once an intimate portrait of Russia's last 
royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. Captivating photos and compelling first person accounts 
maneuver between the imperial family’s extravagant lives and the plight of Russia's poor masses. 
 

First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of 
Cambodia Remembers 

Loung Ung Memoir 920 10 

Summary: 
One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a privileged life in the Cambodian 
capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the 
city, forcing Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child soldier in a work 
camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the horrors would not be 
reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed. 

Front Lines Michael Grant Fiction 890 10 

Summary: 
World War II, 1942. A court decision makes women subject to the draft and eligible for service. The unproven 
American army is going up against the greatest fighting force ever assembled, the armed forces of Nazi 
Germany. Three girls sign up to fight. They are average girls Girls with dreams and aspirations, at the start of 
their lives, at the start of their loves. Each has her own reasons for volunteering: For the first time they leave 
behind their homes and families—to go to war. 
 

Girl in the Blue Coat Monica Hesse Historical 
Fiction 

720 10 

Summary: 
In Nazi-occupied Holland, Hanneke seems like an ordinary girl working at a funeral parlor to help support her 
family during wartime. But her Aryan features and charming smile allow her to work as a courier on the black 
market smuggling cigarettes, meat, and other unavailable items to paying customers. While Hanneke is not a 
member of the Dutch resistance, her actions are a direct result of the loss of Bas, her boyfriend. Lying about his 
age, he enlisted and died on the frontlines during the German invasion. When one of her best customers asks 
for her assistance in finding a Jewish girl she was hiding, Hanneke is stunned. But soon after, she is drawn into 
the mysterious disappearance of the girl in the blue coat. 
 

Hello America: A Refugee’s Journey from 
Auschwitz to the New World 

Livia Bitton-
Jackson 

Memoir  10 

Summary: 
Having withstood the horrors of Auschwitz and made it out alive, eighteen-year-old Elli is more than ready to 
leave behind the painful memories and start fresh in America. What she is not fully prepared for, though, are 
all the challenges of creating a new life in a completely new place -- especially one as hectic as New York City! 
Within moments of stepping off the ship and into the arms of welcoming relatives, Elli's mind starts spinning 
with questions. Will she go to college? Will she have to take on a full-time job to pay the bills? And will she be 
able to fulfill her dream of becoming a teacher? 
 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

If I Stay (series) Gayle Forman Fiction 830 10 

Summary: 
In the blink of an eye everything changes. Seventeen year-old Mia has no memory of the accident; she can only 
recall what happened afterwards, watching her own damaged body being taken from the wreck. Little by little 
she struggles to put together the pieces- to figure out what she has lost, what she has left, and the very difficult 
choice she must make. 
 

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution Ji-Li Jiang Memoir 780 10 

Summary: 
Personal and painful memoir is the true story of one girl’s determination to hold her family during China’s 
Cultural Revolution. 
 

All the Bright Places Jennifer Niven Fiction 830 11 

Summary: 
When Theodore Finch and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school, both teetering on the 
edge, it's the beginning of an unlikely relationship, a journey to discover the "natural wonders" of the state of 
Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire to heal and save one another. 
 

Beautiful Boy: A Father’s Journey Through His 
Son’s Addiction 

David Sheff Memoir  11 

Summary: 
What had happened to my beautiful boy? To our family? What did I do wrong? Those are the wrenching 
questions that haunted every moment of David Sheff’s journey through his son Nic’s addiction to drugs and 
tentative steps toward recovery. 
 

Dreams From My Father: A Story of Race and 
Inheritance 

Barack Obama Memoir 1100 11 
 

Summary: 
The son of an African father and white American mother discusses his childhood in Hawaii, his struggle to find 
his identity as an African American, and his life accomplishments. 
 

Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage Alfred Lansing Nonfiction 1140 11 

Summary: 
A well-researched story brilliantly recounts how twenty-eight men battled against almost insuperable odds in 
1914 to return to civilization after their ship Endurance sank near the South Pole. 
 

Fan Girl Rainbow 
Rowell 

Fiction 570 11 

Summary: 
With an unflinching voice, Cath navigates the lonely road of her freshman year at college, untethered from her 
gregarious twin sister’s orbit and unsure whether her wild popularity as an author of fan fiction makes her 
more—or less—of a “real” writer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Final Four Paul Volponi Fiction 870 11 

Summary: 
Competing on the four remaining teams during the NCAA basketball championship, four young athletes 
desperately strive to realize respective dreams while looking back on the events that have led to the most 
important games of their lives. 
 

Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock Matthew 
Quick 

Fiction 980 11 

Summary: 
A dramatic day in the life of a suicidal teen follows his efforts to say goodbye to the four people who matter 
most to him before carrying out a murder-suicide plan involving his former best friend, a process that slowly 
reveals his secrets and the impossible choices that must be made. 
 

The Glass Castle Jeanette Wells Memoir 1010 11 

Summary: 
The Glass Castle details the story of Jeanette Walls and her family. Constantly short on cash and food, the 
family moves around the country frequently and tries to re-settle. Though the family is dysfunctional, the 
memoir communicates itself without condemning either of the Walls parents. Humor frequently imbues the 
work with a light-spirited tone. 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (series) Douglas Adams Science Fiction 1000 11 

Summary: 
Escaping Earth just before it is demolished to make way for a new galactic highway, reluctant galactic traveler 
Arthur Dent embarks on a series of off-beat and occasionally extraterrestrial journeys, accompanied by a 
variety of unusual companions. 
 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret 
History of the Vietnam War 

Steve Sheinkin Nonfiction 890 11 

Summary: 
Narrative nonfiction account of what the Times deemed "the greatest story of the century": how whistleblower 
Daniel Ellsberg transformed from obscure government analyst into "the most dangerous man in America," and 
risked everything to expose years of government lies during the Nixon / Cold War era. 
 

My Losing Season Pat Conroy Memoir 1100 11 

Summary: 
So begins Pat Conroy’s journey back to 1967 and his startling realization “that this season had been seminal and easily the 
most consequential of my life.” The place is the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, that now famous military college, 
and in memory Conroy gathers around him his team to relive their few triumphs and humiliating defeats. In a narrative 
that moves seamlessly between the action of the season and flashbacks into his childhood, we see the author’s love of 
basketball and how crucial the role of athlete is to all these young men who are struggling to find their own identity and 
their place in the world. 
 

Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick 
Douglas 

Autobiography 1030 11 

Summary: 
Written more than a century ago by Frederick Douglass, a former slave who went on to become a famous orator, U.S. 
minister, and a leader of his people, this masterpiece is one of the most eloquent indictments of slavery ever recorded. 
Douglass's shocking narrative takes the reader into the world of the South's antebellum plantations and reveals the daily 
terrors he suffered as a slave, shedding invaluable light on one of the most unjust periods in the history of America. 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Paper Towns John Green Fiction 850 11 

Summary: 
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the 
predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and 
classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears. 
 

Reviving Ophelia:  
Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls 

Mary Pipher Nonfiction 900 11 

Summary: 
As a therapist, Mary Pipher was becoming frustrated with the growing problems among adolescent girls. Why 
were so many of them turning to therapy in the first place? Why had these lovely and promising human beings 
fallen prey to depression, eating disorders, suicide attempts, and crushingly low self-esteem? The answer hit a 
nerve with Pipher, with parents, and with the girls themselves. Crashing and burning in a “developmental 
Bermuda Triangle,” they were coming of age in a media-saturated culture preoccupied with unrealistic ideals. 
 

Shadow Divers: The True Adventure of Two 
Americans Who Risked Everything to Solve One of 

the Last Mysteries of WWII 

Robert Kurson Nonfiction 1060 11 

Summary: 
For John Chatterton and Richie Kohler, deep wreck diving was more than a sport. Testing themselves against 
treacherous currents, braving depths that induced hallucinatory effects, navigating through wreckage as 
perilous as a minefield, they pushed themselves to their limits and beyond, brushing against death more than 
once in the rusting hulks of sunken ships. But in the fall of 1991, not even these courageous divers were 
prepared for what they found 230 feet below the surface, in the frigid Atlantic waters sixty miles off the coast 
of New Jersey: a World War II German U-boat. No historian, expert, or government had a clue as to which U-
boat the men had found. In fact, the official records all agreed that there simply could not be a sunken U-boat 
and crew at that location. 
 

Water for Elephants Sara Gruen Historical 
Fiction 

730 11 

Summary: 
A touching story of Jacob Jankowski, a ninety-three-year-old man, who is reminded of his colorful past when a 
circus sets up next door to his assisted-living center. 
 

Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi 
Coates 

Memoir Adult 12 

Summary: 
In a series of essays, written as a letter to his son, the author confronts the notion of race in America and how it 
has shaped American history, many times at the cost of black bodies and lives. Thoughtfully exploring personal 
and historical events, from his time at Howard University to the Civil War, the author poignantly asks and 
attempts to answer difficult questions that plague modern society.  



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 
Bone Gap Laura Ruby Magical Realism 810 12 

Summary: 
Bone Gap is the story of Roza, a beautiful girl who is taken from a quiet midwestern town and imprisoned by a 
mysterious man, and Finn, the only witness, who cannot forgive himself for being unable to identify her 
kidnapper. As we follow them through their melancholy pasts, their terrifying presents, their uncertain futures, 
acclaimed author Laura Ruby weaves a heartbreaking tale of love and loss, magic and mystery, regret and 
forgiveness—a story about how the face the world sees is never the sum of who we are. 
 

The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret 
Atwood 

Fiction 750 12 

A dystopian novel, this story tells the tale of Offred, a woman who lives in servitude as a handmaid under a 
religious totalitarian government.  Although these women are used for reproductive purposes and stripped of 
many rights, there are ways through which they may rebel and exercise power.  Although the future is 
uncertain, Offred finds both kindness and selfishness in those she meets on her path.  
 

Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot ( or others by 
same author) 

Bill O’Reilly Nonfiction Adult 12 

Summary: 
Details the rise and fall of John F, Kennedy, a man considered to be perhaps one of the most influential and 
well-loved presidents in American history. 
 

Laughing at My Nightmare Shane Burcaw Memoir 1110 12 

Summary: 
With acerbic wit and a hilarious voice, Shane Burcaw's Laughing at My Nightmare describes the challenges he 
faces as a twenty-one-year-old with spinal muscular atrophy. 
 

Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Lol...Omg!: What Every Student Needs to Know 
about Online Reputation Management, Digital 

Citizenship and Cyberbullying 
 

Matt Ivester Nonfiction  12 

Summary: 
lol...OMG! provides a cautionary look at the many ways that today's students are experiencing the 
unanticipated negative consequences of their digital decisions - from lost job opportunities and denied college 
and graduate school admissions to full-blown national scandals. 
 

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore Robin Sloan Mystery 1050 12 

Summary: 
Clay Jannon, an unemployed Web designer, takes a job working the graveyard shift at a 24-hour bookstore, 
owned by the strange Mr. Penumbra. Clay discovers that the store is more curious than either its name or its 
owner might suggest. The customers are few, and they never seem to buy anything—instead, they “check out” 
large, obscure volumes from strange corners of the store. Suspicious, Clay engineers an analysis of the 
clientele’s behavior, seeking help from his variously talented friends. But when they bring their findings to Mr. 
Penumbra, they discover the bookstore’s secrets extend far beyond its walls. 
 



Title Author Genre Lexile GRADE 

Ready Player One Ernest Cline Dystopian 990 12 

Summary: 
In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's 
jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within 
this world's digital confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of 
decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. But when Wade 
stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race 
is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the real world he's always been so 
desperate to escape. 
 

Tears of a Tiger (Series) Sharon Draper Fiction 700 12 

Summary: 
Andy Jackson was driving the car that crashed one night after a game killing his best friend, the captain of the 
Hazelwood High School Tigers. It was late, and they'd been drinking, and now, months later, Andy can't stop 
blaming himself. As he turns away from his family, friends, and even his girlfriend, Andy finds he's losing his 
ability to face the future. 
 

Confessions of a Shopaholic Sophie Kinsella Fiction  12 

Summary: 
Confessions of a Shopaholic is the tale of Rebecca Bloomwood and her journey through financial stress and 
growing up. The novel follows Becky as she tries to find herself among her friends and tries to find herself in 
the busyness of everyday life. Becky finally is able to find her space, realizing that pleasing others is less 
important than pleasing herself first. 
 

Tuesdays With Morrie Mitch Albom Memoir 830 12 

Summary: 
Tuesdays with Morrie is a true story about sportswriter Mitch Albom and his favorite college professor Morrie 
Schwartz. During Albom's undergraduate years at Brandeis University, when he takes every class taught by his 
mentor, he and Schwartz form a bond that goes beyond the typical student/teacher relationship. 
 

Make Your Home Among Strangers Capo Crucet Realistic Fiction 
 

Adult 12 

Summary: 
Torn between two cultures, Lizet, daughter of Cuban immigrants, wins a scholarship to an elite Northeastern 
college. Her trips home to Miami at Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter reveal the growing distance between 
where she came from and where she wants to go, the ties that bind her to her family, and the desires that pull 
her away. 
 

Ty Cobb: A Terrible Beauty Charles 
Leerhsen 

Biography Adult 12 

Summary: 
A startlingly well-written biography of baseball’s enigmatic first superstar. Leerhsen gives readers a look at how 
history is constructed, meticulously picking through the layers of myth surrounding Cobb’s life to remove many 
of the most egregious stains from Cobb’s legend, while never shying away from the repellent qualities of his 
hero. 
 

 


